Letters should not exceed 400 words and should be typed double spaced (including the references) and be signed by all authors. TO negative results confirmed by culture x 100 number of negative culture results then for Gonostat the efficiency was 60%, the sensitivity was 38Gb, and the specificity was 91 %; and for Gram stained smears the efficiency was 97%, the sensitivity was 100%, and the specificity was 94%.
Our results are thus at odds with the manufacturers' published data,' despite our tailoring our technique to give Gonostat the best possible opportunity.
We are concerned that three of us, working independently, find that Gonostat, which is more costly than smear testing, 411 offers little advantage in time saving and none in reliability. We are also concerned that the inference made in the leaflet accompanying the test materials suggests that NGU is the diagnosis when the Gonostat test gives negative results.
This study suggests that Gonostat cannot be used as a routine test in genitourinary medicine clinics, and we would view with alarm its use in any general practitioner's surgery or in departments of gynaecology. ) . I have compared my results with those of a series of trials in which long and short courses of treatment were compared in the same centres, and where diagnostic and follow up criteria can be assumed to be identical. The suggestion that there might have been a deterioration in the effectiveness of tetracycline in the treatment of NGU be-
